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Modern World History  
 
Course Overview: 
 
The central purpose of this course is to provide students with an understanding of how world civilization has evolved 
during the last six hundred years. Topics of focus are the Age of Revolutions, Global Conflicts, Human Rights, and 
contemporary global issues. The culminating assessment for this last unit of study will be a World Summit simulation in 
which all students will be required to research a contemporary world issue and propose possible solutions. Students will 
be called upon to think as geographers, economists, historians, and political scientists as they explore and integrate these 
topics. Sensitivity for the cultural diversity and commonality of the people of the world will be emphasized throughout 
this course.   
 
Vision of the Successful Student and Core Competencies: 

As a result of enrollment in this course, students will: 
 

 Demonstrate an understanding of significant events and themes in world history/international studies. 
 Demonstrate an understanding of geographical space and place. 
 Describe the interaction of humans and the environment. 
 Understand the characteristics of and interactions among culture, social systems, and institutions. 
 Interpret information from a variety of primary and secondary sources, including electronic media. 
 Create various forms of written work (e.g., journal, essay, etc.) to demonstrate an understanding of history and 

social studies issues. 
 Demonstrate an ability to participate in social studies discourse through informed discussion, debate and effective 

oral presentation. 
 Use evidence to identify, analyze, and evaluate historical interpretations. 
 Understand the characteristics of and interactions among culture, social systems, and institutions. 

 Apply appropriate historical, geographic, political, economic, and cultural concepts and methods in proposing and 
evaluating solutions to contemporary problems. 

 
Essential Questions per academic quarter: 
 
1st Quarter:   Which type of revolution, political or economic, had the greatest impact? 
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2nd Quarter:  Was World War II destined to happen? 

 

 

3rd Quarter:   Should the UDHR be enforced in the ME? or Why hasn’t peace been created in the Middle East? 

4th Quarter: Should the United Nations enforce world peace in all circumstances? 

Materials and Resources to Support Student Learning: 
 
Textbook, primary and secondary sources, maps, videos, music, websites/internet.  One historical fiction and/or nonfiction 
book (as selected by the teacher) per semester. 
 
Evidence of Student Learning: 
 
Homework: Homework is provided to prepare students for new learning, allow them opportunities to practice what they 
have learned, and to extend their learning by providing them with learning tasks that will foster a deeper understanding of 
the subject.  
 
Some examples of homework may include:  reading, summarizing, note-taking, paragraph response(s), defining 
vocabulary, and/or other learning tasks assigned by the teacher. 
 
Homework will count for 10% of the total grade. 
 
 
Performance Tasks: Performance tasks are provided to ensure that students can actively demonstrate their learning.  
 
Some examples of performance tasks may include note-taking, projects, peer collaboration, reading analysis, class work, 
and/or other performance tasks as assigned by the teacher. 
 
Performance tasks will count for 40% of the total grade.      
 
 
Various assessments/Quizzes/Tests: Various assessments will be given periodically to check for student understanding 
of social studies skills and content. They may be used to determine areas of student strengths and weaknesses so that 
corrective whole class or individual instruction may be given prior to the unit test or culminating assessment.  
 
Other examples of assessments may include:  Objective tests (multiple choice, matching, vocabulary, true/false), essays, 
short answer responses, paragraph responses, CAPT-like assessments, and other assessments the teacher may assign. 
 
Various assessments, quizzes, and tests will count for 50% of the total grade. 
 
 
 

Modern World History 
 

Student:  I have read this document and understand the expectations for this course. 
 
__________________________________________________________________  __________________ 
                Student’s Signature      Date 
 
Parent:  My daughter/son has shared the course expectations with me. 
 
__________________________________________________________________  ___________________ 
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                Parent Signature       Date 
 


